e =

RSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1000,

of at the Post Offos at New York as Second
Class Mall Matter.

»
. Pudlished by the Sun Printing and Publisbing
. Ameciation at 170 Nassau street, in the Borough of
!m. New York. President of the Asso-
Willam M. Laffan, 170 Nassau street;

- of the Association. M. F. Laffan, 170
R street: Secretary of the Assoclation, D. W.
| |Quimn. 1% Nassau street.

'~ Lendon office, EMngham House, | Arundel street,
. The dally and Sunday Sun are on sale in

at the American and Colonlal Exchange,

street, Regentstreet, and Daw’s Steamship

b ’w 17 Green street, Leicester Square.

/% Parts ofBos. 33 Rue Lovla le Grand. The daly and

editions are on sale at Klosgue 12, near the

~ ' '@es Italiens, corner Rue Louls le

= ey

5 ur friends who favor us with manuscripts for
A wish to Mave rejected articles reiurned
e : Must in il cases send stamps for (hat purpose.

e, g :
ad A Basis of Cohesion.
""" The main purpose of the Democratic
iponference which begins at Saratoga to~
'day is, in the words of the call, to find
b of cohesion” for Democrats,
8 ples upon which the party, salong
AT unfortunately divided, may unite,
i have good hope of conquering by
‘that union, or at least of deserving vic-
%wy;mwm-pd plenty of it is
‘the destiny of which its bickering mem-
bers have seemed enamoured.
"% . «Whatever be the tangible resulta of
i. movement for harmony, and what-
difficulties lie in the way, it will
' the good wishes not merely of
e B who 'have political beliefs
% 'mad hopes beyond the trough, but of
| gomservative Republicans and inde-
ip " A Democracy . formidable
"m and fit for power is a

'i? ‘mecessary cheek upon too prosperous

précedent of sound represen-
government,
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. Jnmeaning patter at present, and
ble, practical, discharged

intelligi
| permanently from Bedlam.
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* The Price of Patriotism.

: " For many months we have sought
| bopefully, eagerly, diligently for an
admirér of direct nominations who
juld tell us in simple, direct apd ap-

Y some benefits the

thropist.
Re-Union
the following ins utteranoce of the
Hon. E. RopeRT :
"Ynmu#nﬂd Mr. WiLoox, “that 1 am
direct prigdaries. T want to see a bifl enacted
tha ), Wi thake 1t cost the politicians §15 & Bead to
| Jpét votes In this State. Afairs have got to such
R " & state that & man cannot get an office uless be
Peys out §2 or more 1or every dollar that he gets
out of it. 1 want te see conditions exist as they
did back in the old Puritan days.”

It should be added far clarity that

&' Hon. E. RoBERT WILOOX purposes
for Assembly on an independent

Lot us say at the very outset, and we

o believe that our fellow citizens irre-

3 , ive of party will agree with us,

; the Hon. E. RoBErT WiLcox is too

godest. On such an issue as the $15

ru we are confident he could sweep

State. Let him once demonstrate,

doubtless he can without difficulty,

) direct ndminations is that form of

2 . law under which each vote costs

b politician $15 and we confidently

; ‘tﬂot its adoption by direct vote.

'Wo drive out the foul boss, what is that

“when it i{s poesible to throw him into
fnsolvency first?

To be sure, we had not uhderstood

from Governor HUGHES that the pur-

. of his bill was to make the reward

‘virtue a per capita tax upon the

Posses. We do not recall that the Gov-

v @nor has said anything of a definite

"_character about increasing the market

“Yrice of the franchise. But let it be

femembered that the Governor has

b #ot yet discussed the bill publicly with

that degree of detail that is indicated

-in the comment of thé Hon. E. ROBERT

SWroox of Watertown. When he does

‘@etually get down.to the subject we

-dare say the Governor may hasten to

«reveal an even handsomer profit for the

proletariat.

- In advance of further discussion,

however, we hasten to express our grat-

dtude to the Hon. E. RoBERT WiLCOX

for what we concelve to be the first full

and frank statement of the purpose of

-the bill by any champion. We have

heard much of vague moral redemption,

‘restoration of popular sovereignty, and

,the like, But all this has failed to ex-

i Blain tq us the progress of the movement

' or the general character of the cham-

.8 jons it has acquired. We understand

¢ poth better now, Shall the Puritan be

wprevented from taking his profit? Not

o easily, we submit, having listened to

} #ithe roll call of the direct nominations

"u;uo.

* Is There a Defect in the Law?
"

Reports from three incoming trans-
' imtlantic steamships show that their pas-
8. peengers were allowed to land at this
& port without being forced to submit to
" " the grosser forms of insult which have
formed a part of the homecoming expe-
: ‘rience of tourists lately. This reveals
B +'the existence of a defect in the customs
o, “Yawn which a long suffering nation will
Mo to Congress to remedy immediately
: ite assembling in its next session.
L. It is intolerable to think that those
unpatriotic and depraved persons who
pretence of business engagements
' pleasure excursions leave thik

g

mitted to return in reasonable comf:
and to land under endurable circum-
stances. Their disloyal preference for
travel abroad deserves the severest
rebuke and censure, and these we be-
lieved had been adequately pro
in the law. This assumption now ap-
pears to be without basis in fact, for
we are convinced that Collector LOEB
is not the man weakly to mitigate the
penalties provided by law. He himself
has said that his sole purpose and duty
is to enforce the statute, and there is no
doubt that he intends to do so. B
Therefore, if the annoyances that
have lately been inflicted on travelleps
bave been lessened, the fault is not to
be laid on Mr. Logs. Congress is to
blame, and to Congress we must look for
the remedy>

Those Congo Melodies.

When LArcADIO HEARN went to New
Orleans in 1880 or 1881 he was inspired
by very much the same purpose, though
in a much more concentrated form, that
animated GOTTSCHALK in the '50s. He
went there to trace to their original
sources the Congo welodies and their
strange words. He did other things for
a living, for then he was very poor. He
wrote editorial and other matter for the
Times-Democrat; he also translated into
i nglish some of the works of THEO-
PHILE GAUTIER, PIERRE Lor1, GUY DE
MAUPASSANT and other French writers.
But the real underlying purpose of his
quest -was the Congo songs, and that
purpose he pursued with silent and
sleepless energy, unknown to his fine
“society” friends who made much of
him and have since talked and written
of him with strange fluency.

Hundreds of people knew all about
LAPCcADIO HEARN in those days, and they
bridled and chattered accordingly, but
in the hour of his poverty and enthu-
siasm he lived among the voodoos, was
housed in fact with MARIE LAVAUX, the
titular queen, and he studied the weird
chants and astounding choruses of the
Congos in the hope of locating their
primal spring. A quarter of a century
or gnore before him GorrscHALK had
undertaken the same quegt. He was a
musical genius, a pianist of the highest
order, and into the “Bamboula” and
other astonishing arrangements of
“African” melodies he injected his di-
vine afflatus. HEARN was a poet, a
dreamer, a literary genius. He had
heard the music that GOTTSCHALK wove
into his compositions. He felt, he
knew, in his amasing mind, every throb
and spur of the wild symphonies and
antiphonies that enchanted the Bayou
St. John and the moonlit Pontchartrain
and stirred the souls of students; but
he, like GOTTSCHALK, realised at last
that there was no Congo music. The
strains he heard were barbaric yet
familiar; and it came to him, as it had
come to all other enlightened investiga-
tors previously, that the startling tunes
he heard were merely adaptations, more
or less ignorant and impr le, of
the French and songs and lul-
lables the slaves had heard in Hayti,
Santo Domingo or Louisiana, through
the windows of the “big house,” and
translated according to their capacity
into coherent "Congo chants.” It is
now known that the crooning cradle
songs the old negro mammies of New
Orleans utter to thelr littls charges—
“Le Crooodils,” *T.aa Deux Canards”
and a Jduzea olher pursery cadencps—
are nothing more or less than
transpositions of orginally civilized
musio.

There is, in this at least, no
African (or Congo) music. The dis-
cordant native chants, to the acoom-
paniment of the tomtom, are not music
in any sense of the term. Certainly
they are not the inspiration of the beau-
tiful if melanchioly musio to which the
negroes of America have devoted their
talents and their instincts. Nothing,
of course, will arrest the chase after
African music. These, however, are
the facta,

The Case of the Coney Island Night
Riders.

Two stablemen at Coney Island have
been arrested and held to bail for taking
out a racehorse at night without the
knowledge or consent of the owner and
running the animal so hard as to make
it impossible for him §o win the race for
which he was entered the next day. The
defendants were on their way back to
the stable with the horse when' they
were taken into custody. The specific
charge upon which they were held by
the police magistrate was grand lar-
ceny and the amount of bail exacted
was $5,000 in each case.

All persons will agree that the act of
these stablemen was wrongful and is
worthy of punishment., It is equally
manifest that the law ought not to be
perverted in order to punish them in a
particular manner. There is no doubt
that their misconduct constitutes what
is known to lawyers as a conversion and
that redress may be had in a civil action
for damages under the general law ap-
plicable to torts. Whether the offend-
ers are criminally liable is not so clear,
Possibly they may be subject to an
indictment for oconspiracy to injure
personal property, but it may well
be doubted whether they are liable to
a prosecution for larceny,

Our reason for this suggestion is the
apparent absence of any intent on the
part of the defendants to make the
horse their owh property. At common
law to make out a case of larceny it was
essential to show an intention on the
part of the defendant to deprive the
owner of his property, not temporarily
but permanently. Thus it has heen
held that where a servant took his mas-
ter's horse away without his knowledge
and brought the animal home again, or
where an escaping slave rode away on
his master's horse for the purpose of
escape and left it on the road, he was not
guilty of larceny. An intention per-
manently to appropriate the property
taken has usually begn regarded as an
indispensable element of this crime.

In  Professof WHARTON'S classio
troatise on American criminal law there
happens to be a paragraph which is
peculiarly pat in reference to this case
at Coney Island, "It aptly illustrates

v
f '

*

eountry to visit Europe should be pegr- | the precise distinction to which we de-

sire to call attention:

“On the trisl of J. L, for stealing a horse It
way ruled that the lntention of the defendant at
the time he ook the horse was the criterion of
the offesce: that If he then meant 1o appropriate
the horse 10 his own use, by selling or retalning
him, It was a felony: that If he only took him o
aid In his escape as & runaway siave and did not
mean 10 sell or refain him it wasg no more than
& trespass. In another case It was proved that
the defendants took two horses out of the prose-
cutor's stable at night without his leave, and
baving rode thém about thirty miles left them
#t an Inn, desiring care 10 be taken of them and
Lsaylng that they should return in three hours.
The defendanis were taken on the same day at
the distance of fourteen miles from the lnn, walk-
ing in & direction from It; the jury found the
defendants guilty, bul at the same time found
specially that the defendants meant merely to
ride the horses the thirty miles and 10 léave them
there, without an intention to retura for them or
otherwise dispose of them, and ten of the Judges
‘old that this was no felony, as there was no in-
in the pri s to change the property
or to make it thelr own *

We fear that there is an undue ten-
denoy at the present time to pervert the
processes of the criminal law in order
to accomplish what are deemed to be
desirable results. This is an evil which
always leads to more harm than good.
If these Coney Island night riders have
really been guilty of any crime they
should be punished for it, but the law
should not be distorted so as to make
them apparently liable for an offence
which they have not really committed.

An Able Adjutant-General.

The late HENrY CLARK CORBIN had
powerful and loyal friends, and enemies
who never ceased to pursue him with
charges reflecting upon his ability and
charaoter. If he did not live down the
charges, in the opinion of his detractors,
he disproved them—at least it is only
fair to say that the evidence produced
in his defence was satisfactory to men
of independent judgment. As Adjutant-
General of the army during the war
with Spain his services were invaluable
and earned for him the gratitude of the
oountry. It has been said of @leneral
CorBIN that he was “a born organizer.,”
Even his enemies admitted that when
he was made Adjutant-General in Feb-
ruary, 1898, he was the right man in the
right place, although they may have had
some reason to fear that his influence
with President McKINLEY would not be
used for their advancement. In a letter
which HAY wrote on June 23,
1903, to Mr. Roor, then Secretary of
‘War, he said: .

-3 lboll‘ like to put on file in the War Depart-
ment some expression of my high appreciation
of the services of Generdl Cormin during the last
five years. FEspecially as a member of the Ad-
ministration of President McKiNLEY | feel that
it would be unjust for us to wihhold trom the
record our sense of his falthful and devoted ser-
vice during the Spanish war, as well as before
and after 1.2

On bne occasion when he was on the
defensive, which was not an uncommon
experience with him, General CorBIN
said that during a career of more than
thirty years in the army hé had not
‘been absent from his post of duty more
than thirty deys. His ty for
work was indeed tremendous, and he
had a tremendous task at his desk in the
War Department during the brief war
with Spain. There were few hours dur-
ing the twenty-four when he was not
at work, and his advice when called
into comsultation by the President was
sound and courageous.

Perhaps General CORBIN was no re-
specter of any man's fortunes, and it
must be admitted that he was pushing,
ambitious and showy—certainly he “got
onthenerves” of officers of the old school,
During his ascendency there was a com-
plaint that he was too much in evidence
and had too much to say; he was fond
of Presidents, and managed to place
himself very close to them; but if he was
a politician and a courtier he had the
interests of the army at heart and never
hesitated to recommend what he thought
would be for its welfare, as, for instance,
when he urged that the canteen be re-
stored and took the stand that it would
be better for the service if sibalterns
avoided matrimony. As a field officer
General CorBIN did not shine as re-
splendently as he did at the head of an
inaugural procession; his achievements
wers those of the bureau and the board
of strategy, and he was one of the best
Adjutant-Generals the United States
ever had, at a time when it was sorely
in need of talents such o8 he possessed
in so large a measure.

Changes in Man's Dress.

It is reassuring to hear that the tai-
lors determined to reform present modes
in masculine dress are not to be revo-
lutionary at the outset. They will add
picturesqueness and beauty by degrees,
It is to the eighteenth century that the
designers of styles will look for some-
thing best suited to the needs of those
who Igment the absence of beauty from
modern men's clothes. The recent con-
ventidbn of the master tailors in London
decided that fashions at the béginning
of the last and the end of the preced-
ing century furnished the best starting
point for those who want to restore its
former color and grace of outline to
what men wear.

Even in following the fashions of an
earlier period, color is not to be used
without control. Only conservative tints
like “plum, dark green and blue and a
rich brown"” have been found suited for
out of door dress. The waistcoat in
this discreet addition of color to man’s
dress is to be of the same hue as the
coat, although the material will be silk
brocade. Encouraging evidenceof the
oertain success of this mode is found in
the generous patronage of a Russian
Grind Duke who recently ordered
forty waistcoats of this material. In
its animosity to trousers of the pre-
vailing cut lay the most radical plans
of the convention. Again the harmiess
but necessary trousers were denounced
as the most inartistic and inconvenient
garments designed for men,

Naturally short hose of the same pe-
riod that suggested the colors for men's
dress have been selected as the best
substitute for the inartistic trousers,
A compromise between the hats of the
day and the eighteenth century pat-
terns will settle the question of head-

council,
'g the color scheme have selected.

seems drab and faded in comparison
with the many hued attire of 'some
young citizens of Manhattan in these
early autumn days.

First the flag is nailed. Then the “lie”
is nailed.

Captam 8. ¥ '

Aldershot this m.m.."wx-s.." N
record for on:~mntry by forty
seven miles in xly-tpm minutes. —- Desrpafch from

As the early flights of Captain Cobnry,
who is an American, Were more amusing
to ulpochtou than gratifying to the
Cap . his suoccess at last should teach
amateur “sportsmen® that they must
serve a long apprenticeship before they
can fly with ease and grace. Moreover,
the fate of M. LerrevRR at Juvisy-sur-
Orge is a warning of the dangers of “asro-
planing,” .

Our authors of “best sellers” with their
fleets of yachts and long processions of
devil wagons must look with condescend-
ing pity mingled with contempt upon
the minor British poet and dramatist
who didn’t appear at a London hearing
on his own bankruptocy because he didn't
have money enough to buy a tioket from
Brighton. Possibly, however, this author
thus appears, and for the first time, as a
humoriet. At any rate, he is most un-
fortunate. Yn these days authorship is
a steadier trade than tailoring, and its
receipta, provided the practitioner con-
sults the taste of his clients, exgeed those
of most other men of business. Our
Londoner's fanlt seems to have been
poetry. At present there's “nothing in®
poetry. No demand; and an old stook
that clutters up the world.

-

LETTUCE OR SPINACH.

An Anecdote for the Benefit of Dickensites
and Anti-Dighkensites,

To Tar EpiTor oF THE BUuN—Sir: Now
that your Rochester critic has had his say
and some of thelovers of Dickens have made
reply his criticism, each after his own
fashion, perhaps it may be in order to ob-
serve that the whole controversy is of pre-
cisely the samme sort as are all that arise
among people who look at the same thing
with different eyes, or from different view-
points. They are all typified in the old
story of the shield, golden on one side,
silver on the other.

In the present case the difference is in
the eyes rather than in the viewpoint,
though there is unquestionably a difference
to be found in the quality of Dickens's
numerous books. That he had superlative
merit as a writer will always bé 'maintained
by some and denied by others. 1s it put-
ting the case Loo strongly to say t those
who deny that merit are incapable of ap-
preciating it?

A story which illustrates this is recom-
mended to those who wish to test a hearer’s
sense of humor. It is told of an absent-
minded mad that he took a leaf of lettuce
from his salad at the dinner table and
rubbed it in his hair. The lady who sat
beside him inquired in amagement why he
should rub lettuce in his hair. and the ab®ent-
minded one, partially recovering himself,
sald, “1s that lettuce? | thought It was
spinach.”

I have jold this story to scores if not to
hundreds of people as a test, and in four
cases out of five 1 have been asked what the
point of It was. Theén I always say I have
orgotten. 1t is sasier to accept the morti-

cation of being accounted stupid than it
is to enlighten the blind. To the AAfth per-
son, however, lwr{.&- re md.

Dickens's work js, | e it, & t of this
sort. the reader is able appreciate
the genuine humor that underlies "ll oari-
1 i .fu?"&'.'&w th:.: o{l. :::
isa lwmblln block to tﬁoou "hon eduoa-
w7t tnors Wghly (ban bia sppreciecon

or n
of the humanities. "

most of us are not
as well acquainted with the Rochester oritic
as we are with some other critios wh

om he
t it is not
measure

cltf-:? golt of Dickens,
unﬂi y that he, like them, wou
the literary nco’llmoofnbook y the pre-
cision and elegance of its phrasing rather
than by the tArobbing of its sentiment.

Well, thereis literatureforall. Doubtl
the Rochesterian can get enjoyment out o
the books he Ld(r-: that is, at least com-
mensurate wit t which others obtain
from roading Dickens ntma, that he
pictures with such marvellous fidelity the
grotesgue apd the pathetic characters we
all meet, and tolerant onogsh to ignore hi
non-conformity with ¢ fots of classica
precision. AVID A. CURTIS,
NEw Yorx, September 8.

Charmy of Poverty.

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: | sald 0 a
man the other day: “Isn't comparative, I don't
mean genteel, poverty delightful? I am com-
paratively poor, and so am compelled to hear the
truth. Every one ls quite blunt with me, | am
not In soclety, and so don't have the supreme
felicity of ministering to the caprices of women
or lietening to their adulations, for & woman
rarely sets h?y oap at & poor man. | don’t have
to attend idiotic entertainments, where all the
men dress altke, looking ke walters or under-
takers, and all the women are undressed alike
As 1o thelr arms, necks and shoulders. [ don't
have 1o chatter, grimace, dAnce, #at and drink
till 3 o'clock in the ing. No woman would
ever condescend o my heart, and | bave
lots of friends—my books. Now what's your
opinjon?®™

My friend, who was a Iawyer, answered forcibly
that | was an ass. He spoke most freely, and did
not even charge a fee for his opinion. | wonder
if Ne was entirely right. PHILOBOPHRR,

New YORK, September 8.

Courtesy and the Cup.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir:  As & matter
of fact, at the request of her late Majesty Queen
Vietoria rules were wailved fo allow the America
10 compete. ‘Fhat is history. 1s Hascock, N. Y,
on the map? Agsin I say, as 1 had occasion e
remark, are we a friendly nation?

NEw YORk, lcnwmper s BRITISRER.

To Tax Epiror or THs Son—Sir: 1t seems
Iike & wicked wasie of time to reply to “thirty
cent’ Hazael of H Kk, but | P he wants
10 advertise the fact thas he has money. Aay
man who will write In such disparsging terms of
Sir Thomas Lipton, the gallant owner of the
Shamrocks, Is surely the very anvithesis of a
sportsman, Fain MiNDRD,

NEw YOrk, September 8.

John C, Calioun’s Speiling.
From the Newbderry Observer,

Here are some § mens of his spelling, picked
up in running through his carrespondence: néno-
clations, superintendancy. appearant, alude, In-
disoluably, speret, merieal, consperioy, sepérs-
tion. e following oeccurred In & single letter
written by him: Sysble, Inteligence, permited,
wallfare, ocoured, catalouge, simenaries. These
also occur In one letter: “Except of my thanks,”
“releaved my mind,” “diseribe.” He writes of his
son Andrew as “strong and stought.”

His Own, Mis Native Burg.
To Tas Epiron oF Tum Suw—8ir: Oook,
Brookiynite; Peary, Brookiynite,
“May | have the cduriesy of your columns to
anpounce that I now am proud to say that | was
once born in Brookiyn? SUBURBANITE.
UrrEn MONTOLAIA, N, J., Seplember 8.

Searchers at the Plar,
Knicker—~What will you do the mext time you
return from abroad?
Boecker—Fill my pookets with eraba.

The Real Rauler.
Tired of hotels, she begged a house of him:
He with good nature let her have Dér whim,
And now ghe ories: “This preity wedded biiss is!
Why, I'm the servant—cook’s the resl misslat” |
LT.R,

- | by Reynolds, and eight panels executed by

THE MAURIOE KANN PIOTVRES.
am————— e

Some of the Dutoh Paintings o a Famoeus
- M
From ihe London Daity Teiegraph.

When the Rodolphe Kann collection was
bought en bloo in Paris two years ago a few
of the cognoscenti in the art worjd asked
sach other what might bhappen to the
treasures housed next door in the Avenue
d'léna, belonging to the late owner’s brother
Madrice. The anawer is to hand. The
Maurice Kann oollection, it is true, has not
been annexed on bloe. It has been skimmed,
and Messrs. Duveen Brothers have con-
oluded the purchase, at half a million ster-
ling, of four Rembmgandts, three portraits
by Frans Hals, two works by Jacob van
Ruisdael, “the truest poet-painter of all the
Dutch landscapists,” to use the words of
our art critic; a Cuyp with a long pedigree
of Britigh n, & portrait of a typical
Englishwoman of the elghteenth century

Boucher for the Pompadour, to decorate
ber retreat in the ohdteau of Crécy.

Accompanying these are the spolls of
falence of Gubbio and Urbino, Deruta and
Castel Durante; Limoges ewers, dishes,
and plagues, including the oval portrait
of Louls de Gonsague, Duke of Nevers,
by Leonard Limousin, similar to those in
the Viotoria and Albert Museum and the
Louvre; & few irreproachable groups of
old Dresden; a marble bust of the Duc de
Mediol by Donatello, and a glittering array
of bottes and étuis, relics of the old noblesse
that would take a tumbrel to hold them.

The four Rembrandts are well known to
oonn and students, the largest por-
trait being “The Auctioneer,” 42.by 33%
inches, onoe in the d'1 oollection, Genoa,
and.afterward in the Von Lissingen at Vi-
enna; the J. W, Wilson of Paris and Wilbren-
ninck of The Hague. The commissaire pri-
scur is di holding in both hands a pile
of papers [like the m sheets of &
Christie's catalogue), and in this connection
it is melancholy to remember that the pio-"]
ture was painted in 1868, the year in which
the collection of the bankrupt Rembrandt
was sold for the beggarly sum of 5,000
guilders. The pair known as “The Man
With a Magnifying Glass” and “The Woman
Witha Red Pink, " cach 38X by 20 inched, were
long in the possession of the d'Oultremont
family at Brussels. Dr. Bod¢ the accepted
authority on the works of the ter, places
these in the 16062-63 period, describes
that of the woman thus: “The woman with
the pink with her dreamy eyes and sym-
pathetically thoughtful expression, in the
splendor of luminous red, the masterly
modelling of her face, her magnificent
parure of pearis and diamonds, the full
warm light concentrated on her head, but
casting magical reflections into the sur-
rounding shadow, may be fairly called one
of the hoat beautiful of Rembrandt’'s female
portraits.” This picture once belonged to
Rodolphe Kann, but he ceded it to his
brother Maurice. Privileged visitors will
remember that on speoial ocoasions one
brother would oblige the other by having a
door of communication opened, permitting
fuests to pass from one oollection to the
other. The fourth Rambrandt is the “Pil-
grimat Prayer,” 35% by 30 % inches, differing
radically, according to Dr. Bode, from Rem-
brandt’s other studies of monks, and form-
ing “a magnificent study of charaoter.”
This was formerly in the Mackenzie colleo-
tion, Kintore, susequently pasaing to phat
of Sir Charles Robinson, and later to the
Weber colleotion, Hamburg.

Until 1885 there is no record of a portrait
by Frans Hals being considered worth
£1,000 at auction. There has been a quick
change since then, and the painter who was
contemporary with Rembrandt has how
his full share of appreciation. Healthy
and vigorous Qld age is the theme of
the “Portrait & Burgomaster,” once in
the Lord Arundel of Wardour collection.
Palnted in 1628, the portrait shows a man of
affairs, bareheaded, with mustache and
goatee, dressed in rich black velvet, a large,
white frilled collar around the neck. a pair
of gloves in the left hand, and the right
resting on the back of a chair. The Hals
“Dutch Nobleman,” so called, in the Cassel
Gallery might well be & younger portrait
of this sturdy civie dignitary. In 1850 there
was a pioture dealer in the Strand named
Forrest. Among his stobk was a portrait
of a man wearing a large, broad brimmed
black hat over fair curly hair that reached
his large white collar. On the right of the
canvas, 27%4 inches by 33 inches, was a painted
shield, with three bulls’ heads. This is
the second Hals, and it is a pendant to the
third portrait, that of a comely woman of
thirty-five, painted in 1844, in white muslin
cap, a large white ruff around her neck. Her
hands are crossed, and in the left is a hand-
kerchief,

The late Mr. Maurice Kann dwned nine
works by Cuyp of admitted excellence,
and one he prized was the summer morning
scene, showing horsemen in a hilly land-
scape, 40 inches by 63 inches, bought from
Count Boni de Castellane's colleotion. Mr,
Charles Wertheimer sold it to the Count,
having lent it to the Burlington House
exhibition in 1804. Mr. Joseph Bond, a
former owner, lent it also in 1872, When
he bought it in .tho Higginson sale, 1860,
for 1,500 4uioeas, he had the distinction of
paying the highest price for a Cuyp then
sttained at auction. It was in the previous
Higginson sale, 1848, that the Marquis of
Hertford paid the then surprising sum of
£3,018 for Murillo’s “Adoration of the Shep-
herds,” now in the Waliace ocollection.
Times and ces have altered since then.

The brothers Kann were much under the
spell of Jacob van Rulsdael, and Maurice
owned as y as thirteen examples, of
which two now depart. There is a con-
sensus of opinion nowadays about the
poetic genius of the artist, who died in an
almshoyse (Hals left his widow as a charge
on the poor rate), unappreciated by his
contemporaries and for many years after-
ward. The blindness to Ruisdael's merits
is well (llustrated by the sale history of
“The Storm at Sea,” for which the Marquis
of Lansdowne of the timé paid £525 in 1820
atLord Liverpool'ssale. . In17e8theSyder-
veltpriceof this wasonly £19;in the Braam-
camp sale, 1771, £25; in the Pailllot dispersal,
1802, £58; to rise to £380 when Mr. Smith
bought it from the Marquis nulvaln 1918,
The chief Ruisdael in the Kann odllection
is & much more peaceful soene, being a
transcript of the undulating cornfields in
the full flush of sunlight, a veritable "coup
de 1* from & sky of sxtraordinary al-
titude of canvas. The former home of
this picture has long vexed the students of
Ruisdael, and they have had to be content
with vague reference to a ocollection of
some "Comte de Colbert.” The writer of
this brief notice, after much research, sug-
gests a more tangible clue. Just Afty yeara
ago European collectors raced to Hanover
atiracted by the announcement of a sale
in which were to be offered some “splendid
Ruisdaels.” The cause of the sale was
paternally pathegio. Count Andreas Stol-
berg had long befors espoused the daugh
of Count Brabresk of 80der, and the un
was bless: with eleven daughters. To
endew th with portions he decided to]
sell the family plotures, athong whioh were
three large Ruisdaels. Bir Charles East-
lake, the director of the National Gallery,
was present at the sale, and amid the cheers
of a few countrymen of “England forever!”
won the two waterfall subjects at 14,880
thalers, or about £2,207, for the pair, & great
sum, indeed, in thosedays. Thereisreason
to belleve that, grimy with the dust of sye,
this Kann “Champs de Blé* dlpg‘ through
comparatively unobserved, e second
Ruisdae is a fresh view of Astérdam quay,
with shipping in full sail and silvery clouds
above In an asure sky. This came from the
Beurnonville collection, the sourve of one
of the Hals portraits, already mentioned.
As for the Reynolds portrait, it is the gay
presentment of that Lady Elizsabeth Tay-
lor whose husband was prominent In Ja-
maica affhirs in the eighteenth oentury.
The canvas shows ‘an attractive woman
ploturesquely attired. Three white os-
trich feathers adorn a tall white hat with
a pale blue ribbon cockadle. Her white
dress heips the cool achems, and her pow-
dered hair falls in ringlets over the ieft
shoulder.

Isitors to the Kann house In the Avinue

century Ktalian

dolphe Kaun oollection could

marbie by Donatello, the “Infant St. John"
being asoribed to- his pupil Desiderio da
Bettignano.

DIRECT PRIMARIES.

tem has somehew failed to do its work.

We are’a credulous people and strongly
incline to the notion that If we can get some
law or other on the statute books great and
beneficent changes will thereby have been
wrought in the characters of men, of in-
stitutions, of society.

strike the rock of direct nominations the
waters of alert oitizenship and official per-
fection would gush forth. The belief in
miracles persists, but finds listie confirma-
tion in politice. Men make systems; sys-
téms do not make men.

Deoad Already.
From the Chicago Inter Ocean,

The New York investigators are said to
feel somewhat disappointed because the
opponaents of the direot primary have not
hastened to bome ferward to (estify, They
must remember that we are nbt, in [llinois,
in the situation of W n. We have got
rid of the direct primary as a compulsory
method. We are free to use it or not, as
locally desirable and oon venient, according
to the diferent circumstances of communi-
ties. Many of us se¢ no need of killing a
corpse. In our gladness that freedom and
representative government are restored to
our parties many of ustare, perhaps un-
wisely, content to let the direot primar
be judged by the poor showing made f
it by its professed friends.

R

A Geod Judge.
From the Milwaukee Séntinel.

Judge Rinaker of the Cook County Court
ga /e some misresting and valuable informa-
tion to the New York primary investigation
committee.

By reason of his office the Judge is at the
head of the election machinery of Cook
county and during his ofticial life has had
to do with four different laws. His
opinion is judicial rather than personal or
partisan.

The Judge makes this criticism of the
law: “The direct primary is a good thing
for the man who has made his reputetion,
but it is a bad thing for the young man who
may be equally honest and capable but has
had no chance to make a name for himeelf. "
He can advertise—“if he has lots of money.”

The first oriticism of the Judge empha-
sizes one of the dangers of the direct pri-
mary. Utterly unfit and unworthy men
stand a good chance of getting on the
ticket throtugh the Ignorance of the voter.
This bas happened not infrequently,

The Whele Stery.

g From the Portiand Oregoniun.

Wherever the direct primary is uied—
Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, Califo:-ia,
Oregon and elsewhere—it disrupts paity,
defeats majority will, gives obstruotive
power to minorities, keaps best men from
sceking office, fills politics with fraud and
perjury, and affords new opportunities for
bosses and tricksters.

The Entente Cordiale at Marblehead.
From the Staats-Zeltung.

The racing at Marblehead was primarlly a
matter of aport. It would be a pefversion of the
facts 10 say that sport was not the fundamenial
consideration, The whefe affalt would lose ita
value If the true sporsamanly intention was not
considered the essential factor, Butl these races,
which brought Into friendly competition the
yachtsmen of our land and o' Germany, are sig-
nificant in another sspect. The metting gave
a welcome opportunity for expression of the
friendship of the two nations whose represent-
atives contended In amicable rivalry. In view
of she keen enthusiasm in this country for evefy-
thing connected with sport, it Is certain that the
American followed with genuine interest
every phase of this competition, & demonstiration
of the friendship of the German people and our
people. Thus the International regatta of son-
der class boats in whiers of Marblehead ao-
quires & far outranging its original
intention.

Te Preserve Walt Wh/*man s Birthplace.

TO TRE EDITOR oF THE SuN—S: | will con-
tribute $50 toward the purchase and preservation
of Walt Whitman's birthplace as suggested by
C. L. 8. Ditmars In to-day's Suw,

New Yonk, September 8. Do 8

d'léne will recall the striking effect of the
salon decogated with the Boucher panelsd
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OURSHRUNKEN EXPORT TRADE.

-

WasuiNaoron, l.pt. &—-’1\0 decline im
our foreign sales may be accounted for
by quite a number of theories, but noex-
planation yet advanced is altogether satis~
factory. The evident return of prosperity

% |in this country Is not reflected in our ship-
. | ments to other lands. Itappearsinourim-

ports, althongh our purchases during the
fisoal year 19090 were below those of 1907
on a basls of values. It is fair to assume
that on & basis of quantity imported tae
difference would be less marked. It would
be almost an imposaible task to deterthine
that point, but the records for 1908 show
that, measured in quantities, dmports
exooeded those of 1907 in articles so im-
portant as ococoa, coffee, copper, jute,
hemp, goatskins, hides of cattle, india
rubber, lead, rice, raw silk and raw wool.

i
i
:
E

$40,000,000 in sales to North Amer-
ica, 98,000,000 in sales to South America,
$20,000,000 to Asia and Oceania, and a

ocent., to Cuba 11 per ocent.,
per cent., and to Japan 31 per cent.

" In merchandise classifica the de-
cline appears fairly distributed, with
about $75,000,000 in the account of food
materials, $72,000,000 in raw materials,
and $69,000,000 in manufactured and partly
manufactured goods. The trade record
of the current calendar year is particu-
larly bad. For the preceding five ysars
the first seven months of the year have
shown a favorable “balance of trade”
averaging $280,000,000. The bYalance for
those months of the present year is $67,000,-
000. The months of June and July show
an exvess of imports, a very unusual
experience. ,

There is nothing alarming in all this,
but it certainly suggests the eminent de-
sirability of more systematio effort to
find and hold a larger foreign market
for our products, particularly the produocts
of our mille and factories.

——

THE AUTOMOBILE SPELL.

It Impairs & Driver's Judgment of Speed,
Hence the Tragedies.

To rak Ep1tor or THs Bux—8ir: There
is an interesting point ifi connection with
the dally record of automobile murders and
suicides (no more, no less), the almost Gni-
versal statement by owner or driver that
the car was running at moderate speed, not
going fast.

Now il is safe to say that in nine cases out
of ten (his statement is absolutely false,
and that too high speed is the dause of most
disastérs. While some are occasioned by
incompetencé and lack of experience, a few
are attributable to drink. That citizens
otherwise reputable make these statements
as to speed leads me to believe that habitual
matoring perverts and deadens the judge
ment of speed and destroys the power to
discriminate between recklessnéss and pro-
denoce.

A friend of the Writer a short time age
rode in a car which ils owner assured him
was driven with moderation and caution.
The car came down the private avenue to
the gate at a pace between twelve and Af-
teen miles and hour, probably very near|
latter, At the gate a sharp turn to the right
led onto the highway, the view of which was
conoealed. The car took this sharp, blind
turn with no reduction of speed and with ne
horn, and the speed was such that t6 make
the turn it was necessary to swing out olear
to the extreme left side of the highway,
where the ehauffeur had no business to be,

Had another motor m‘r or c.rr;gco been
in M'n ta \

ave 'no. n uov“ e, nyet .E\o'u.bht. $

owner saw no reck ness in his chauffeur

k.
at is where the curse of

stitutes rm
means. his sort of driving is permi
every day, but it is hard t6 why t
men to commit mu rorJu
T

it
%*Ji’%@f?ﬁ%{.’i&tgpﬁ.ﬁ

mutter is pﬁ till the next day
nﬂnpoaor tells other "
ol-lv:.:-ct‘l:hl, l‘mhw allowed to go
ven n » fl seems to

® n oupwehm It. \inunr": l“.1l
erime verely punished, t this o&-
demio Is allowed to work ruin without the

applioation of any curative.
TON, September 7, F. B. 8TUno1s,

*“COookney.”

TO TRAR EnIvoR oF TRE SuN—Sir: 1 have re-
ferred 10 two old English dictonaries, Oglivie
and Barclay, and the former says “coekney” is
probably derived from Latin “coquine,” s kilches,
or “coquine.” %o cook. The d
native of London [by way of contempt).
efleminate, Ignorant, despicable citizen.

. Figuratively, any

offensive, luxurious, ignorant of inexperienced

person dwelling in & oity.” W. FRNWIOK.
ARLINGTON, N. J., Séptembeér 8.

2. An

1
Awar in the Ewig keit.
' To Tas Forrom or "Tma SoN—Sir: What has
become of muaicipal ownership of publie wtill.
tes? Have the “bighbrows” abandoned that
grand dootrine™ Must "progress” be checked,
must “advancement” be choked, must “enlighten.
ment” be quenched? Must the Dark Ages come
again, and must mankind bo abject slay es?
NEw Yomx, September 8. ¥, J. Mitues,

A Goed Word for she New York Custom
nee,

TO THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Siv; Permit me
10 8Ay & good word for she customs peopie. | have
just arrived on the Carmania and they treased
me with the utmost courtesy, You hear so muen
uumuﬁdm.mllbmulmb-y
. word foy them when 1t is due,

Yonx tember 7, 5. W. Crarvow,
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